FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
It was not, of course, easy for large numbers of Jews who had
had no other outlet in Tsarist Russia than that of petty trade, to
enter industrial enterprise or to start working on the land. But
after a short time, being given the opportunity under the Soviets,
thay have made good in both these spheres. Here are a few ex-
tracts from interviews with Jewish collective farmers at Zhvanitz,
published in the Soviet Press.
Sholem Blank, who formerly ran a small baker's business, said:
"It is now six years since I joined the collective farm. Honestly
speaking, I live a good deal better now. It is a simple matter with
us, if you wish to live well, you must work. I am doing my best.
I have already earned 170 labour days, but I am not going to stop
at this, of course. I shall earn more labour days. For each labour
day I receive five kilograms of grain, 10 kilograms of potatoes,
maize, and so on. I have my own cottage, kitchen garden, a cow,
some poultry. I have learned the art of sowing and mowing. I
have attained a fair knowledge of all agricultural work. I no longer
worry about the future. I have everything.
"It is true during the time that I have been in the collective
farm I had an unpleasant experience. I had sold my surplus grain
at a higher price than the State price. I was given three years for
that, but I tried to expiate my guilt by good work; I was backed
by the collective farm and the sentence was rescinded."
Schneiderman, a former blacksmith, said: "I have worked as
a blacksmith for thirty-eight years, and nearly the whole of my
life has been spent in Zhvanitz. Once I was summoned by the
landlord to repair the carts for him. I worked a whole day and I
earned two roubles. This happened, I recollect quite well, on a
Friday. On my way home I was met by a peasant. * Where are you
coming from, Jew?' he asked me. I told him.
" 'Jew, come to the constable. Don't you know that Jews are
not allowed to roam the villages?' I begged him to let me go.
There were only three kilometres left to Zhvanitz. But he was
adamant I gave him the money I had earned, for if he had taken
me to the constable I should have had to give my earnings away
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